This Desert Road
Lorraine Caputo

With each kilometer
I abandon

a verdant valley
carpeted with

onion, corn, alfalfa,
embroidered with
vineyards & orchards

workers in the fields,
cOws grazing in pastures,

adobe homes
the color of
barren buttes
on the far side
of a thin river

Along the side

of this desert road

a trio of metal crosses
shed like the lizards
that scurry across

the hot sands

shedding to a newer,
older self, until
nothing is left

but their

forgotten deaths

Signs on this Desert Road:

Ever forward
on the left



Drive defensively

... Trust in the Signs...

On the slope

of a dune

some hand has written
in white stones:

Frida
I love you
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