Subtropicals
Rose Mary Boehm

Hard rain drowns all voices.
Steam rises from the high grasses,
large leaves bend in acquiescence.

The chickens cluck in the kitchen,
scratching dizzy etchings
into the hard earth floor.

Water leaks from the reed roof
into what should be the cooking fire.
Giant beetles are crowding around our feet.

We balance on uneven tree trunks.
Our hosts ignore us. Five machetes
tossed on the plastic table.
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