
Thursday, or Maybe Friday 
Chuck Augello 

Start running. Mom and Dad won’t care. Forget the cops and Vice-Principal Lundy, forget the 
volunteers combing the meadow with long sticks, flashlights searching the riverbed for a bloody 
sneaker hidden in the weeds, torn fabric and hair strands clinging to a willow bush, glorious 
DNA confirming it was you. Keep running. Become a ghost bequeathing mystery and regret.  
The only ones who matters will know the reason why. Keep running. Disappear. Return in twen-
ty years, beautiful, savage, and smart. Exchange glances, eyes connecting dots until, finally, 
recognition. Stop running. When their bones crumble, write your name in the dust.     
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