Aisle Six
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The first cries came from Frozen Foods.

Parker, the sole overnight worker, grabbed his phone, thinking 9-1-1, yet heroism was enticing,
even at nine bucks an hour. Armed with a mop, he crept toward Aisle Six until more cries bel-
lowed from inside the Deli Counter, Frozen Foods shrieking in harmony.

Later, Parker would claim he’d fainted rather than report what he’d seen: every piece of meat in
the store howling in unison before breaking free, shredding Styrofoam and cellophane and
marching toward the door, the broccoli stalks cheering them on, frozen chickens shaking off ice,
flank steaks, wings, and legs gathering in circles, dancing, eager for reunion.
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