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in elementary school gym class, 
we had a saying— 
“the tagger is always right, 
but the tagger never lies.” 

we all carried this lesson  
on our backs. for the white kids,  
this was a suit of armor; 
for anyone else, any child 
who wore “other” like a 
bolded desk nameplate, 
this was a target; 

for the ones that had to ask  
specifically for a different 
set of crayons to capture 
all the beauty in their families, 
for the ones who stayed eerily quiet 
as they watched their peers 
study their own mother tongue 
and opted to berate it anyways, 
for the ones who knew that  
playground games would never be 
just playground games— 

this was just the start. 
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